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[City or Station: Los Angeles Nature of Incident During a traffic stop the suspect pointed a handgun 
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Age Height Weight: Phin Clothes w Vest Uriform no Vest 
Raid Jackei no Vest Uniform w Vest 
Range Qualification Date: PPC Qualification Date: Taser Training Date: 
Certified with Weapon Patrol Certification? Certification Unit: Prior Shootings? Number of Prior | Directed Force’ = 
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Investigative Summary 


Type of Incident: Deputy Involved Non-Hit Shooting 
IAB File Number: SH2246663 / FO2251596 
URN: 009-13419-2172-055 


Opening Statement 
On July 10, 2009 (Friday), Internal Affairs Bureau Sergeants Eric Strong and 


Carlos Flores and Lieutenant Rod Kusch responded to 1557 East Florence Avenue, 
Los Angeles, where Century Station Deputy Chad Sessman fired one bullet from his 
Department-authorized .45 caliber semiautomatic pistol at Maynor Guerra (missing him) 
when Suspect Guerra pointed a .22 caliber revoiver at him during a traffic stop. 


IAB Note: Lieutenant Kusch checked to see that the watch commander, 
Lieutenant Craig Ditsch, took reasonable steps to ensure that the involved and 
witness personnel did not discuss the incident among themselves or with 
uninvolved persons prior to being interviewed by the assigned investigators, and 
that the involved and witness personnel did not collectively consult with their 
attorney or representative. In addition, Lieutenant Kusch checked to see if the 
watch commander attempted to have involved and witness personnel gather in 
the company of a supervisor (Sergeant Joe Williams) until they have provided a 
statement to the assigned investigators. 


Synopsis 

On July 19, 2009 (Friday) at 2240 hours, Century Station DENES O 
Chad Sessman were working together in PM Unit 216E. They were driving west on 
Florence Avenue at Graham Avenue, Los Angeles, when they saw a white Honda 
Accord driving west in front of them. The Accord had a broken tail light, was straddling 
the lanes, and was driving dangerously close to the vehicle in front of it. Because of the 
violations, the deputies effected a traffic stop in front of 1557 East Florence Avenue, 
Los Angeles. Deput ipproached the driver's side of the Accord and 

Deputy Sessman approached the passenger's side. There were four occupants inside, 
two in the front and two in the rear. 


Deputy aw the rear, passenger's side occupant reach down between his legs 
as if to retrieve or conceal something. After seeing this and also receiving 
consent-to-search, Deputy! removed everyone from the Accord, except the right 
front passenger (Suspect Maynor Guerra). Deputy ->c them for weapons 
and had them sit in the rear, screened-off seat of their marked radio car. While 
Deputy vas back at their radio car, Deputy Sessman, who was on the sidewalk 
alongside the right passenger's side of the Accord, saw Suspect Guerra reach under 
the seat, retrieve a small stainless steel handgun, and point it at him 
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(Deputy Sessman). Deputy Sessman yelled and alerted Deputy Fo the fact that 
Suspect Guerra had a gun. Believing he would be shot, Deputy Sessman fired one 
bullet from his .45 caliber Heckler & Koch duty weapon at Suspect Guerra, missing him. 


Suspect Guerra slid across the front seats, exited the front driver's side door, and ran 
south across Florence Avenue. He ran south through a short, north-south alley 
between two businesses, and continued south through the business parking | 

Deputy Sessman ran after him, 30 to 40 feet behind Suspect Guerra. Deputy! 
followed in their radio car, radioed for assistance, and drove 25 to 30 feet behind 
Deputy Sessman. Suspect Guerra tried to throw the gun on the roof of a business as 
he was running past it, but the firearm fell to the ground. Deput assed 
Deputy Sessman, who had stopped to recover a .22 caliber magnum revolver, later 
found to be loaded with five live rounds. 


Suspect Guerra ran toward a nearby, open grocery store. Deputy not knowing 
that Guerra had tossed his firearm, closed the distance, pointed his duty weapon at 
Suspect Guerra, ordered him to stop, and the suspect complied. Deputy Sessman 
approached, and handcuffed Suspect Guerra adjacent to the hood of their radio car. 
Suspect Guerra turned and resisted. Deputy sprayed Suspect Guerra’s face 
with Freeze +P spray, which was effective and allowed Deputy Sessman to control the 
suspect without further incident. Suspect Guerra was then placed in the rear seat of a 
unit who had arrived at their location to assist, and was later transported for booking. 


Involved Personnel 


Chad Sessman, Deputy, EO O | 


Work History 
Date of Employment: 01/07/98 


Date Assigned to Patrol: 

Date Completed Patrol Training: 
Date Assigned to Century Station: 11 
Prior Shooting Incident(s): 

Prior Founded Force Incident(s): 


E ya 


Work History 
Date of Employment: 01/24/00 
Date Assigned to Patrol: 

Date Completed Patrol Training: 
Date Assigned to Century Station: 09/28/06 
Prior Shooting Incident(s): 08/09/08 
Prior Founded Force Incident(s): 
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Suspect 
Maynor Guerra, DOB: 06/10/86, Male/Hispanic, Black/Brown, 5'C7" 140 pounds 


AKA Jaesson Martinez and ats Moreno 


Witnesses 


BEE 2c Hispanic, 008 co 
GEE OEA co 
m) Male/Hispanic, vos: | 


Injuries 
None 


Physical Evidence 
1 North American Arms Stainless Steel .22 caliber revolver, serial Ee | 


§ Live .22 caliber rounds 

1 Expended .45 caliber shell casing 

3 .45 caliber expended projectile fragments 

1 Impact point, from projectile impact 

1 1999 Honda Accord, 4-door, white, California License Plate EEE 


Investigators’ Observations 

Investigators observed the scene to be an asphalt, four-lane roadway with two lanes of 

travel for east traffic and two lanes for west traffic. The lanes were marked with broken 

white painted lines and east/west traffic was separated dy a solid, double yellow painted 
line. 


The north and south curb-lines of the roadway met with a raised concrete curb that led 
into a concrete sidewalk. The roadway was bordered on the north and south with 
concrete and brick buildings serving as retail establishments. 


At the scene of the incident investigators observed a white, 4-door, Honda Accord 
parked along the north curb in front of 1557 East Florence Avenue, Los Angeles. The 
driver's side front and rear doors were open. The passenger's side doors were closed. 
On top of the car and on the trunk lid investigators observed personal items such as two 
wallets, a lighter and a baseball hat. 


Investigators observed a “Streamlight” SL-20 flashlight laying in the roadway near the 
left side of the rear bumper of the Honda Accord. Investigators also observed one 
expended .45 caliber sheli casing and one bullet fragment. 


At the location of arrest investigators observed a biack and white, marked, radio car, 
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California exempt license plate number 1219298, vehicle number SD5139. The right 
front tire of the radio car was flat. 


Weapon used by Deputy Sessman 

Heckler & Koch Universal Self-loading Pistol .45 caliber, serial # RIE 

A review of deputy Sessman’s training and weapons qualification records indicate that 
he is qualified to carry the above listed weapon on duty. 


Weapon used by Suspect Maynor Guerra 
.22 caliber, North American Arms revolver handgun, Serial fa | 


Property Damage 
None 


Criminal Investigator 

Detective Samuel Valente EO | presented the case to the Los Angeles County 
District Attorney's Office. Suspect Guerra was charged with 245(d)(1) PC, Assault With 
a Firearm Upon a Peace Officer under Los Angeles Metro court case number 
VA111337. 


Lighting and Weather Conditions 
The incident occurred at approximately 2240 hours and it was dark with good street 
lighting. The weather was clear and warm. 


IAB Intervi 

Deput as interviewed on Tuesday, August 26, 2009. This interview was 
digitally audio recorded and the verbatim transcript is included in this investigation. 
Witness Brote a supplemental report describing Fis actions and observations during 
this incident [Exhibit A]. The following is a summary of Deputy fE evie in which 
he explained his actions and observations regarding the shooting and use-of-force. For 
his complete statement refer to the verbatim transcript in this case book and the digital 
audio file. 


Deputy tatec that while working with his partner Deputy Sessman (Unit 216E), they 
conducted a traffic stop (on the suspect vehicle, a 1999, white, 4-door, Honda Accord) on 
East Florence Avenue east of Compton Avenue. The car was occupied by four people. 
During the traffic stop Deputy removed three people from the car and searched 
them while Deputy Sessman provided cover at the passenger's side. 


While placing the third occupant in the backseat of the radio car D: ty E 
Deputy Sessman shout “417” and heard a single gunshot. Deputy| looked towards 
the suspect vehicle and saw Suspect Guerra move from the front passenger's seat across 
the front driver’s seat and exit the driver's door. 
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Suspect Guerra ran southwest across Florence Avenue and entered a north/south alley 
that ran between two businesses. Suspect Guerra ran south through the alley towards a 
large parking lot that services several businesses. 


Deputy saw Deputy Sessman running approximately 30 feet behind the suspect. 
Deput had secured the last subject in the backseat of the patrol car and began 
driving the patrol car, following the suspect and Deputy Sessman as he put out radio traffic 
of the incident. 


After exiting the south end of the alley, Deputy iii- 2ssed Deputy Sessman, who was 
still on foot, and saw Suspect Guerra running west and then turn south, running towards 
the open “Superior Warehouse” grocery store. De uty saw several people 
including children in front of the store. Depu rove the radio car into a position 
where he could see Suspect Guerra while keeping a tactical advantage and he ordered 
Suspect Guerra to stop at gunpoint. Suspect Guerra stopped running and placed his 
hands above his head. 


Deputy] etained Suspect Guerra at gunpoint until Deputy Sessman arrived and 
took Suspect Guerra into custody. After handcuffing Suspect Guerra Deputy Sessman 
walked the suspect to the front of their radio car and awaited additional units. Deputy 

aw Suspect Guerra start to resist and attempt to pull away from Deputy Sessman’s 
grasp. Poput lca ve Suspect Guerra verbal commands to stop struggling, which 
were unsuccessful. Deputy hen sprayed Suspect Guerra in the face with a two to 
three second burst of “Freeze Plus P” Oleoresin Capsicum (OC) spray. The spray was 
effective and no other force was needed. 


IAB Interview of Deputy Chad Sessman 

Deputy Chad Sessman was interviewed on Tuesday, August 26, 2009. This interview was 
digitally audio recorded and the verbatim transcript is included in this investigation. 
Witness Sessman wrote a Supplemental Report describing his actions and observations 
during this incident [Exhibit A]. The following is a summary of Deputy Sessman’s 
interview in which he explained his actions and observations regarding the shooting and 
use-of-force. For his complete statement refer to the verbatim transcript in this case book 
and the digital audio file. 


Deputy Sessman stated that while working with his partner Deputy Unit 216E), they 
conducted a traffic stop (on the suspect vehicle, a 1999, white, 4-door, Honda Accord) in 
the area on East Florence Avenue east of Compton Avenue. The car was occupied by 
foursubjects. During the traffic stop Depus lees three people from the car and 
searched them while Deputy Sessman provided cover at the passenger's side. 


Deputy Sessman said he was standing approximately a foot a way from the car, at the door 


post between the rear passenger's and the front passenger's seats. Deputy Sessman said 
that after Depu i- oe the third passenger from the car he saw Suspect Guerra 


investigative Summary Page 5 IAB #SH2246663 / FO2251596 


start to take off his seatbelt. Deputy Sessman gave the suspect verbal commands to stop 
moving and place his hands on his knees, which the suspect did. Deputy Sessman said 
he had just scanned the area for potentia! threats and as he returned his view to the 
vehicle, ne saw Suspect Guerra reach down to what appeared to be under the seat. 
Deputy Sessman saw Suspect Guerra produce a small, silver handgun and start turning 
his body in Deputy Sessman’s direction while bringing the gun up. Deputy Sessman, 
fearing for his life, drew his firearm and fired one round from the hip at Suspect Guerra 
while yeling, “417." 


Deputy Sessman began moving away from the car and towards the rear of the car in an 
effort to create distance from the suspect. Suspect Guerra turned away from Deputy 
Sessman and crawled over the center console, across the driver's seat and exited the 
driver's door. Suspect Guerra began running southwest across Florence Avenue and he 
entered the north/south alley that runs between two business just east of Compton 
Avenue. Deputy Sessman began following Suspect Guerra keeping a safe distance of 
approximately 25 to 30 feet. 


Deputy Sessman heard Deputy ut out radio traffic regarding the incident and heard 
the acceleration of the radio car. As Deputy Sessman followed Suspect Guerra on foot he 
could hear the radio car and see the flashing of the red and blue, rotating lights bouncing 
off of the buildings. 


Deputy Sessman followed Suspect Guerra southbound through the alley, knowing that 
Suspect Guerra was armed and running into a known parking lot of a large, open 
supermarket which is usually heavily occupied. Fearing for the safety of the patrons and 
citizens, Deputy Sessman continued his pursuit of Suspect Guerra after the suspect exited 
the alley and turned westbound causing Deputy Sessman to lose sight of the suspect. 
Deputy Sessman slowed his approach and began angling away from the building “slicing 
the pie” in a tactical approach to the corner of the alleyway. As Deputy Sessman 
approached the corner he saw Suspect Guerra running westbound. 


Deputy Sessman saw Suspect Guerra attempt to throw his firearm onto the rooftop of the 
building as he was running past. Deputy Sessman saw the gun fly into the air, hit the wali 
and fall to the ground. Deputy Sessman saw Deputy| proaching in the radio car 
and he pointed to the direction of the suspect. Deputy passed Deputy Sessman 
as Deputy Sessman ran and recovered the suspect's firearm. 


The suspect turned southbound and began running towards the open supermarket at the 
south end of the parking lot. Deputy Sessman said Deputy drove the radio car 
parallel to the suspect and order Suspect Guerra to stop. Suspect Guerra stopped and 
placed his hands above his head. Deputy Sessman approached Suspect Guerra and 
handcuffed him without incident. After Suspect Guerra was handcuffed, Deputy Sessman 
waiked him to the front of their radio car and awaited assisting units. While waiting for the 
assisting units Suspect Guerra began twisting his body and adjusting his feet trying to 
break away from Deputy Sessman’s grasp. Deputy Sessman pushed the back of Suspect 
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Guerra’s shoulders, directing the suspect's upper body down over the hood of the radio car 
in and effort to better control him. Suspect Guerra continued to struggle and after several 
verbal commands, Deputy prayed Suspect Guerra with OC spray which was 
immediately effective. 


Suspect Statements 
Suspect Guerra did not make a statement regarding this incident. 


Witness as interviewed by Internal Affairs Bureau investigators on 


Saturday, July 11, 2009. This interview was audio recorded and the verbatim transcript 

is included in this investigation. The following is a summary of Witnes 

statement as it relates to the deputy involved shooting and use of force. For Witness 
complete and detailed statements refer to Detective Adan Torres’ 

Supplemental Report [Exhibit A], the transcript and/or digital audio file. 


Witnes: =: cc that he was driving in his car with three 


pulled over by deputies. During the traffic stop Witness i 
and Wire Ae all take Witness 
the backseat of the radio car [by Deputy While seated in the radio car 


(Witnes qi vas behind the driver’s seat) Witness| eard the deputies 
shouting for someone to stop and then he noticed t i ‘Jaesson” (Suspect 
Guerra) was running on Florence Avenue. Witnes: aw one deputy (Deputy 
Sessman) running behind Suspect Guerra and Deput got into the radio car and 
began driving behind Suspect Guerra and Deputy Sessman. Witness aid he 
did not hear any gunshots and did not see Suspect Guerra exit his car. 


MES aid they all went through an alley and into a parking lot. Deputy 
HEM i-i Suspect Guerra to stop and the suspect stopped running, placing his hands 
in the air. The deputies then pect Guerra against the hood of the radio car 
and handcuffed him. witness lll he saw De uty ED throw some gas” 
(deploy OC spray) on Suspect Guerra. Wines 

resist. 


id not see Suspect Guerra 


Witness [EEE vas interviewed by Internal Affairs Bureau investigators on 

Saturday, July 11,2009. This interview was audio recorded and the _:" 

is included in this investigation. The following is a summary of Witness| 

statemert as it relates to the deputy involved shooting and use of force. For Witness 
complete and detailed statement refer to Detective Adan Torres’ Supplemental 

Report [Exhibit A], the transcript and/or digital audio file. 


During a traffic stop Witnes: 
seat) by Deput Witnes: 
gunshot. Out of fear Witness 


as placed in the back of the radio car (middle 
as looking down when he heard a single 
lucked his head. When he lifted his head he saw 
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Suspect Guerra running in the street. witness MA -v Deputy Sessman chasing 
Suspect Guerra and Deputy[bot into the patrol car and began driving behind 
Deputy Sessman. 


They all went through an alley and then into the parking lot of a shopping center. As 
they were getting close to the market, Deput told Suspect Guerra to stop, 
which he did. Suspect Guerra stopp aced his hands in the air and he was 
handcuffed by the deputies. wie Deputy Sessman came up to 
Suspect Guerra and struck him in the face. Wines M-i that Suspect Guerra 
began talking to the deputies and Deputy [sprayea him with OC spray. 


MES ë was interviewed by Internal Affairs Bureau investigators on 
Saturday, July 11.2009. This interview was audio recorded and the vej i nscript 
is included in this investigation. The following is a summary of wies ill 
statement as it relates to the deputy involved shooting and use of force. For Witness 

mplete and detailed statement refer to Detective Adan Torres’ Supplemental 
Report [Exhibit A], the transcript and/or digital audio file. 


During a traffic stop on the car Witness was traveling in, Witness M2- 
placed in the back seat (passenger's side) of the radio car. After being placed in the 
back seat of the radio car, Deput egan talking to him and Witnes: 

heard a gunshot. Witness looked and saw Suspect Guerra running across 
Florence Avenue with Deputy Sessman running behind him. ae into the 
radio car and began driving behind Suspect Guerra and Deputy Sessman. 


They went through an alley and into a shopping center parking lot. Deputy M 
pulled up alongside Suspect Guerra and told him to stop, which Suspect Guerra did. 
Deputy ot out of the patrol car and the deputies handcuffed Suspect Guerra. 
Witnes aid that after Suspect Guerra was handcuffed the deputies struck him 
and sprayed him with OC spray. Witness| aid he did not see Suspect Guerra 
struggle or resist after he was handcuffed. 
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